City of Berwyn
Town Hall Meeting
Brought to you by the Berwyn City Council

Please submit comments and questions at this time

to the ABC members sitting at the rear of the room.

Multi-Purpose Room
Heritage Middle School
6850 West 31st Street



Welcome and Introduction
Mayor Robert J. Lovero

David St. Pierre, Executive Director
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

Mr. Gene Ryan, Chief of Planning Operations
Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management

Brian Pabst, City Administrator
Robert Schiller, Public Works Director
Evan Summers, Assistant City Administrator
Anthony Laureto, City Emergency Management Coordinator

John Tarullo, City of Berwyn Plumbing Inspector

Nicole Campbell, Traffic Engineer
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BIG RELIEF SEWER TO

Listed as project No. 11 of the
mayor’s re-employmerit program =a
large sewer is proposed to be built
by the Sanitary District of Chicago.
This sewer, which is planned to be
18 feet in diameter, will relieve the
strain upon the present drainage sys-
tems of mot omnly Berwyn, but QOak
Park, Cicero, River Forest, Forest
Park, Elmwood FPark, and parts of
Chicago.

It is a well knowmn fact that many
of the basements in Berwyn an
these othex communities become
flooded every time there is a fairly
heavy rain. In Bery n there are at
least three comntributing causes. First
is the fact that the entire area of

erwyn is practically level so far as
drainage is concerned, the ridge on
which Riverside drive is located doing
no good because it is a ridge and not
a continual slope over the entire city.

Secondly, the original drainage sys—
tem of Berwyn was installed too close
to the surface of the ground; in some
places the sewera bein ver four
featdownT T~ s, swhenever
there is a heavy rain, ewers be-
come full and if the basements are
not built above the sewer level the
water backs up and causes plenty
of mess and muss. The older homes
in Berwyn were built with the fact
in mind that the sewers were not far
down and the basements excavated
adcordingly. The new ouses, or
most of them, were put up with little
regard for the depth of the basement
and its relation to the sewer, and
made too deep. "Lhus there is little
piteh in the drain from the basement
to the sewer in the alley.

The third contributing cause might
be that when the early sewer system
was planned it was not foreseen that
some day Berwyn and these other
munzcxpaht:es would grow to as

large in population and building
strength as they are today. When
there are few buildings there is not

much drainage water going from
roofs, etc., into the alley sewers. With
a house on practically every lot there
is a tremendous _increase in the
amount of water which goes through
the sewer system and in turn out into

burdan ‘put ‘on t‘he present sy
7| times: of heavy rain.
P municipaht:.es affected areé attem

HELP DRAINAGE PROB LEM

The "diff e.te'nt

Wtin
to. arrange -with the- Sanitary Distrxct
to have  this-latter body shoulder the
entire burden of cost which would 'be
spread over the whole district. It is
understood that while the Sanitary
District cannot by law be compelled
to do this they are willin to do; so
if the mnecessary legislation  is ut
through. It is also understood t
if the Sanitary District pays the cost
of ~this sewer this cost does mot in=
clude the conmecting of any of the
present systems into the new one.
This expense is to be borne by the
separate municipalities as their paxt
of the program.

A workxng committee composed of
representatives of the above mention-
ed cities has been formed and plans
are being_ expedited to the end that
Federal aid may also be used in the
construction of this project.

L. G. WILKINSON, A.I-R. E.

Household Refrigeration
and Radial Servicing

FPhone after 6 P.M.
300 EBliythe Rd.

for appointment

Tel. Riv. 5738
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torm Sewer Plans

SAY PROJECT
TOO COSTLY,
UNFAIR

The All Berwyn Committee :)
Tuesday mnight notified the  Ber-|
wyn city council of its c:)'l::'jec1'.i<:>:nsj
to the proposed $1,600,000 stormi
sewer project az set forth in pre-!
limminary plans. The committee
reported it was its opinion that
the plan for relief of flooded]|
basements as suggested by c:.ty
engineer Edwin Hancock was un-
necessarily enlarged, too expen-
sive, and the method of financing
ineguitable and unfair.

The ABC is scheduled to dis-
cuss the matter when it holds its
regular meeting this evening at
8 o’clock in the Berwyn city hall

The commitiee reporied it
seemed very wunfair and unwise
o spend . almost $2.,000.000 of
money borrowed without a refer-
endum, (o morigage the city for
the mext 30 years and fo spread
the paymenis against seciions and
properties that have adeqguate
drainage. have mno water in their
basements or have no basemenis

"Actually, this has been kicked
around the council and in com-
mittees for 1three vyears and it's
about ifime soraeithing concretle
is accomplished.”” Kanak de-
clared. Although some reople
hawve no children and others have
children who mno longer attend
prublic schools they sitill consider
the schools a civic necessiity and
pay taxes io support them. Kan-
ale remarked.

The new sewer program im-
pressed Kanak as much the same
type of civic improvement and he
wanted to go on record as believ-
ing the matter an improvement
for the entire city, he declared.
He said he believes all residents
should pay for the project.

Ald. Sid J. Hanzlik of the 4th
Ward remarked that he and the
water commuittee had stopped the
! preparation of the plans pending
the completion of an exhaustive
study of the system being made
by the committee. This survey

. 30 days, Hanzlik added.

Mrs. Oselka declared the ABC
merely wanted the drawing up of
plans stopped pending a further
siudy and then new plans pre-
prared for addiitional sewers in
. these parts of the city where actu-

at all. s

The ABC contended the waste-
fulness of the whele project was
shown the  estimate where!
about one-1alf the cost would go
for the replacement and Trepair
of pavement, curbs, sidewalks,
trees and parkways wrecked dur-
ing the sewer installation, and
also by the excessive engineering
costs of $78,000 and legal fees of
$29,000.

Mrs. Amelia Oselka, chairman
of the ABC committee investigat-
ing the matter, advised the city
council th at the committee was
wvery mmuch opposed to the city
authorizing the drawing of plans
for the project as authorized at
a Pprevious council meeting and:
wished those plans held up pend-
ing a thorough survey by the
council water committee as to the
needs of the sewer system

Ald.. B.
Ward, defended his motion for the |
preparatxon of plans by stating
the 7th ward was in bad shape
and needed immediate relief. For
that reasonn he had sought council
action on the matter, Xanak

J. Kanak of the 7th |

ally needed.

Ald. Leroy Brunette statcd his
ward was in worse shape in num-
ber of flooded basements than
the 7Tth ward and he certainly
agreed with Ald. Xanak that
.something should be done soon.

Ald. George Dolezal of the 1st
Ward, compared the sewers of his
ward to the open sewers of Eu-
rope and stated they were only
one step removed from that con-
dition. The matter was referred
to the water committee for fur-
ther study and report and the
city engineer was ordered to stop
the drawing of plans pending the
committee report.

it

added.

should be completed and a report |
made to the city council within '
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of Sewer Project

By ABC Lauded by Official

Berwyn Ald. Sid Hanzlik told
the All Berwyn Committee last
Friday thgt the organization’s
survey, ich was presented to
the city council and resulted in
the stoppage of plans for a 3$2,-
000,000 sewer project in Berwyn,
may result in a considerable sav-
ings of money to the city., Hanzlik
said that the city council water
committee, which he heads, has
studied the ABC report in detail
and has come to the conclusion
that the extensive project pre-
sented by city engineers may not
be needed, as was claimed in
the ABC report.

Immediately after city engineers
presented plans far a %£2,000,000
sewer improvement program to
the city. council as a means of
relieving flooding conditions in
Berwyn, the ABC committee,
headed by Amelia Oselka, re-
leased a report in which it was
claimed that a great portion ot
the project would be unnecessary .

The ABC claimed ithat many
city Sewers are adeguate and
that cleaning. rodding and other
less expensive measures could ke
taken 2o relieve flooding condi-
tions without the necessity of a
large expenditure of money.

Hanzlik -said the city now is
conducting cleaning experiments
in wvarious areas and has found
in many cases that the ABLC was
closer to the answer than ‘“the
technical people.”

“And we have found out that
the Berwyn sewer sytem is not
as outmoded as was claimed,” he
said.

Hanzlik added that this does
not rmean that the city will aban-
don completely its plans for sewer
improvements. It may <£ind out
ithat there are some areas which
can receive relief only with an
improved sewer system. s

Howevwver, Hanxlilk said that
many suburbs tha: have put in
exltensive sewer improvements
have found out that this did not
solve the problem as was expect-
ed.

e cited Cicero, which several
vears ago improved its sewer
facilities, as an example. The

town received 12 per cent relief

' as the result of its huge expendi-

. pecple,

ture. Other communities have
gotten 90 per cent relief by a
sewer cleaning program, he com-
mented.

The city will go slow with its
plans for the improvement and
study all other schemes before
it presents a program to
he concluded.
Jerome Jcoachim,

the

ABC presi- [

dent, pointed out that it was not
the purpose of the organization
to block the $2,000,000 sewer proji-
ect as some persons believe. The
ABC merely asked that before
such a project is undertaken, tire
city council shoulld study all
rhases of the problem. The ABC
felt that survewys did not justify
such an expenditure, he explain-
ed. =

Joachim said he feels the people
of Berwyn should be grateful to
Mrs. Oselka and the ABC water
committee of Chris Heise, I.ouis
DeFilippi, Frank XHolecek and
Karel Marsicek. He said he feels
Berwyn is getting better answers
to the flooding problem than most
communities.

i Hare, an attorney, and one of
the civiec leaders throughout the
s*ate. who are leading in the cam-
i paign for the proposed state Con-
'stituticnal amendment, called the
issue “the most important oppor-
tunity that Illinois wvoters have
had in years to reduce the power
of block legislators, restore true
representation in the Legislature
and to achieve good state govern-
ment.”* ;

The amendment, which would
remap the Legislative districts in
the state, is a fair compromise,
recognizing the basic interests of
downstate, the city of Chicago
afnid the suburban towns of Cook
County, he said. It is supported
by leaders of both political par-
ties and by 77 business, labor,
farm and civic organizations
throughout Tllinois.

Hare pointed out that the pres-
ent Constitutional prowvision that
the state be reapportioned every
10 vyears on the basis of popula-
tionn has been ignored by suc-
cessive I.egislatures since 1901,
and there has been ng change in
the Legislative map for half a
century .

“*The result is:

I. Millions of people in Illinois
are deprived of their right to a
full and egqual vote.

2. IL.egislators representing tiny
vest-pocket districts on the near
west, near north and near south

-y
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ABC Asks City to Studsy
Sewer Project Further

Basing it’s position on an extensive report, the All Ber-
wyn Committee has stronmgly recommended that the city
council reconsider its proposed plans for a $2 million storm
sewer program in Berwyn until the city studies the matter

further. The full ABC body thus far has backed the recorm-
mendations of a special ABC committee which made a com-

plete study of the problem.
e executive commaittee of the

ABC made known its position re-

cently after the city council or-

dered engineers to begin draw—‘

ings of the proposed project.
Numerous complaints from resi-
dents of flooded basements had
brought city council action.

The ABC contends the courleil
iz Aacting on insufficient informa-
tion and the group recormmends a
““careful studwy. and consideration
of this projecit.” City fathers =al-
ready have held up the drawings
afitex hearing The ABC-. com
Prlaints.

The report of the special ABC

commaittee, which is headed by
Mrs. Amelia Osellta and includes
Chris A. XHeise, I.ouis IDeFilippi,
CFrank Holecek, Joseph R. Kybic
and Farel Marsicelk, recommends
‘that the city council conduct a
new guestionmnaire survey, based
on factual estimated costs, and
then new plans be prepared for
additional sewers in those parts
of the city where actually needed.
It also recomanends, contrary to
what i= proposed by the city
courncil, thhat the cost of the proj-
ect be spread against the prop-
erties benefited.

City officials had recommended
that the cost be spread among all
Berwyn taxpavers.

The ABC charges that the city’s
action in basing the project on =a
Ppostal card survey .conducted in
recent years is in error. Mrs. Os-
elka pointed out that out of 13,000
comsumers in Berwyn, only 4,100
replied to inguiries about sewer-
age facilities and only abowut 11
per cent reported they had trou-

| ble after heavy rains.

The ABC contends this could be |

remedied in many caseas by rTegu-
lar sweeping of streets. cleaning
of caich-basins and service sewers
clogged with tree roois= and rTub-
bish. In addition. extension pipe=s
and basement drainage Prumps
would remedy oithers.

These methods could be carried
cout @t a total cost less than the
engineering and legal fees pro-
posed for the $2 million project.

¥leise said the special cormmit-
tee divided the new systerm pro-
posed by the city into 36 indi-
wvidual projects and after exten-~
sive study determined that

Iz charged the city council
rlans o spend nearly $2Z million
of mrmoney “"borrowed without a
referendum. and fo “mortgage
ounur city for the mnext 30 yeanrxrs

and spread the payments against!

sections and propertiesx tha: have
adeguate drainage. This
very unNnwise and unfair,””
ABC continued.

Mrs. Osellka explained the com-
mittee’s position. She said the
group is not opposed to an im-
provement of this type, but to put
it across under the guise of a
commurnity project when it will
only effect certain sections of
Berwyn is not the proper action.

She said she feels the city coun-
cil is acting without the proper
information an<d charged that the
full text of the ABC report was
not given tom the council when it
was read to the city fathers re-
cently.

Immediately after being in-
formed of the ABC opposition to

the

ZEeerns |

the proposed sewer project, the
council voted to refer the matter

to its water cormmittee. The com-:
iz expecied to report on

mittee
the matter shortly.

only

10 of the projects are justifiable, !

nine are gquestionable and

balance unnecessary.

The ABC report contends the

project is “unnecessarily enlarged,
; too expensive and the method of
financing inequitable and unfair.””

the
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ABC TO RESU E
MEETINGS TONIGHT
WITH NEW OFFICERS

TUnder the leadership of its
president, JFerome Joachim, the
All Berwyn Committee will begin
its meetings for the 1954-55 year
this evening at 8 o'clock at the
Berwyn city hall. The Eroup
meets every second Friday eve-
ning of the month.

New officers were elected at
the last meeting in June. Besides
Joachim,., who was reelected pres-
ident they include: Charles
Chandler, 1st wvice president;
I.ouis Pitelka, 2Z2nd wvice president;
Robert Slater, 3rd wvice president;
Elizabeth Zib, secretary: James
Janda, treasurer, and Rev. Dan
Tudwig, parliamentarian.

Other officers are Mrs. Amelia
Oselka, Abe Roff, Chris Heise and

A Hucera, trustees. The nomi-
nating committee  was composed
of Chandler J. x. Sasek and
Slater.




City of Berwyn Residential Flood
Mitigation Shared Cost Program

Will include items such as overhead sewers and backwater
valves (also referred to as check valves).

Owner occupied — residential structures with 3 units or less.
Application and permit approval are required to qualify.
Covers 50% of the cost up to a maximum of $3,500.
Reimbursement program, work must be complete and
inspected.

Applications and program details will be available end of

November 2014.



Featuring David St. Pierre,
Executive Director of the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District of Greater Chicago

David St. Pierre is the Executive Director of the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago where he manages a staff of nearly 2,000.
The District covers 883 square miles and provides
wholesale wastewater treatment for over five million
residents in Cook County, Illinois. The District
operates seven wastewater treatment plants which
treat one billion gallons/day. The District also provides
regional stormwater services. The District has been a
leader in the industry since its creation in 1889, and
David is committed to ensuring this rich tradition of
leadership continues under his tenure. Among other
tasks, the District is leading efforts among utilities in
adopting a resource recovery model. David has been
committed to excellent service and fiscal
responsibility throughout his 30 year career in the
water industry.



City of Berwyn Residential Sewer
System

Existing Residential Sewer Systems

Berwyn homes typically have a gravity type sewer.
Sewer underneath the basement floor drains to the
sewer in the street by gravity.

City sewers can become overloaded the gravity type
sewer is subject to back-up.

Results in sewer back-ups and flooded basements

during a heavy rain event.



City of Berwyn Residential Sewer
System
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City of Berwyn Common Residential
Flood Mitigation Solutions

Overhead Sewer

e Overhead Sewers can alleviate basement back-ups.

 Plumbing in the basement is re-directed to an ejector
pit, lifting the sewage up and overhead.

e If the City sewer backs-up, the homeowner is better
protected, as the water will most likely only back-up into

the steep slope area of the pipe and not into the house.



City of Berwyn Common Residential
Flood Mitigation Solutions
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City of Berwyn Common Residential
Flood Mitigation Solutions

Backwater valves/check valves

* Check valves can alleviate basement back-ups.

* Designed to block drain pipes temporarily.

e |f the City sewer backs-up, the homeowner is
better protected, prevents return flow.

* Available in a variety of designs.



City of Berwyn Common Residential
Flood Mitigation Solutions
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Resident Sewer Maintenance Tips

The resident owns the sewer service from the house to the sewer main,
typically located in the center of the road.

Use root killer in the sewer service.

Regular sewer service and catch basin cleaning.

Reduce water usage during heavy storm events.

Disconnect downspouts where possible and discharge in front/rear
yard.

Use a rain barrel. Stored water can be used to water plants, lawns, etc.

Take part in the sewer line warranty program.



City Sewer Maintenance Efforts

City maintains 100 miles of sewer ranging in size from 8” to 7’-6” in diameter.

Sewer mains are between 50 and 110 years old.
160 sewer repairs January 1, 2011 to October 10, 2014.
Televised 15,000 feet of sewer in 2013.
Cleaned 35,000 feet of sewer in 2013.
Daily street cleaning to remove debris from drainage structures.
City water department staff repairs and replaces drainage
structures routinely, as discovered.

Purchase of a Vactor Truck for sewer and catch basin cleaning.



City of Berwyn Stormwater
Management Planning Approach

e The City along with the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning and CDM
Smith, have initiated a stormwater management planning project.

e Stormwater management planning can identify problem areas/causes and on-
the-ground opportunities for improvements that can reduce flooding.

* |dentify potential flooding mitigation options, including green infrastructure,

sewer projects for further analysis, and site-specific mitigation solutions.

Stormwater management planning approach consists of:

e Data collection and development of a GIS database,
e Data analysis to identify problems and opportunities in the community,
* Preparation of a plan and implementation strategy.



Stormwater Management Projects

StormTrap Underground Storage System — Proksa Park

Provides 5,507 cf or 41,200 gallons of underground stormwater storage

Liberty Cultural Center Parking Lot

25,580 sf parking lot replaced with permeable pavers, reduces 6,740 cf or 50,420
gallons of stormwater entering the system during 1 month of rainfall

Big Hurt Brewery

Underground detention - 9,538 cf or 71,344 gallons of stormwater

Ross Dress for Less

Underground detention - 20,037 cf or 149,877 gallons of stormwater

Northeast Corner of Cermak Road and Harlem Avenue Redevelopment

Phase Il will include underground detention.

McDonald’s at 6401 Cermak Road

Underground detention — 5,814 cf or 43,489 gallons of stormwater

McDonald’s at 7051 Ogden Avenue

Underground detention — 5,860 cf or 43,833 gallons of stormwater

Depot District Utilities

Larger sewers will be constructed to provide additional capacity, improved conveyance
to the MWRD interceptor and rerouting to provide balance amongst the current
system and respective outlet capacities. Sewers proposed to be relined will increase
the life of the existing pipe, improve flow and eliminate root intrusion.



Stormwater Management Projects

Items submitted for grant funding
Green Alleys Improvement Program

The proposed project involves reconstructing 8,840 square yards of alley

space with Permeable Concrete.

e Reduces 20,840 cubic feet or 155,870 gallons of rainwater from entering
the sewer system monthly.

e Reduces pollutant concentrations.

Downspout Disconnect Assistance

This project will assist residents in disconnecting rooftop downspouts that are

directly connected to the City’s combined sewer system.

e Eliminates stormwater that is collected on rooftops during heavy storms
from entering the combined sewer system.

e Reduces the chances of sewer backup into buildings.

Depot District Streetscape

Green infrastructure elements included will provide 54,900 cf of stormwater storage

under permeable pavers, Silva Cells and bioswale/landscaped areas.

* Allows stormwater to matriculate into the ground naturally
 Decreases volume of surface runoff
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