
City of Berwyn
Town Hall Meeting

Brought to you by the Berwyn City Council

Please submit comments and questions at this time 

to the ABC members sitting at the rear of the room.

Multi‐Purpose Room
Heritage Middle School
6850 West 31st Street
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Welcome and Introduction
Mayor Robert J. Lovero

articles

David St. Pierre, Executive Director 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

Mr. Gene Ryan, Chief of Planning Operations
Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management 

Brian Pabst, City Administrator

Robert Schiller, Public Works Director

Evan Summers, Assistant City Administrator

Anthony Laureto, City Emergency Management Coordinator

John Tarullo, City of Berwyn Plumbing Inspector

Nicole Campbell, Traffic Engineer
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City of Berwyn Residential Flood 
Mitigation Shared Cost Program

• Will include items such as overhead sewers and backwater 

valves (also referred to as check valves).

• Owner occupied – residential structures with 3 units or less.

• Application and permit approval are required to qualify.

• Covers 50% of the cost up to a maximum of $3,500.

• Reimbursement program, work must be complete and 

inspected.

• Applications and program details will be available end of 

November 2014.
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David St. Pierre is the Executive Director of the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago where he manages a staff of nearly 2,000.
The District covers 883 square miles and provides
wholesale wastewater treatment for over five million
residents in Cook County, Illinois. The District
operates seven wastewater treatment plants which
treat one billion gallons/day. The District also provides
regional stormwater services. The District has been a
leader in the industry since its creation in 1889, and
David is committed to ensuring this rich tradition of
leadership continues under his tenure. Among other
tasks, the District is leading efforts among utilities in
adopting a resource recovery model. David has been
committed to excellent service and fiscal
responsibility throughout his 30 year career in the
water industry.

Featuring David St. Pierre, 
Executive Director of the 

Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District of Greater Chicago
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City of Berwyn Residential Sewer 
System

Existing Residential Sewer Systems

• Berwyn homes typically have a gravity type sewer. 

• Sewer underneath the basement floor drains to the 

sewer in the street by gravity.

• City sewers can become overloaded the gravity type 

sewer is subject to back‐up.

• Results in sewer back‐ups and flooded basements 

during a heavy rain event.
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City of Berwyn Residential Sewer 
System

Example of a Typical Gravity Drainage System
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City of Berwyn Common Residential 
Flood Mitigation Solutions

Overhead Sewer

• Overhead Sewers can alleviate basement back‐ups. 

• Plumbing in the basement is re‐directed to an ejector 

pit, lifting the sewage up and overhead. 

• If the City sewer backs‐up, the homeowner is better 

protected, as the water will most likely only back‐up into 

the steep slope area of the pipe and not into the house.
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City of Berwyn Common Residential 
Flood Mitigation Solutions

Example of a Conversion to 
an Overhead Sewer 12



City of Berwyn Common Residential 
Flood Mitigation Solutions

Backwater valves/check valves

• Check valves can alleviate basement back‐ups. 

• Designed to block drain pipes temporarily. 

• If the City sewer backs‐up, the homeowner is 

better protected, prevents return flow.

• Available in a variety of designs.
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City of Berwyn Common Residential 
Flood Mitigation Solutions
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Resident Sewer Maintenance Tips
• The resident owns the sewer service from the house to the sewer main,

typically located in the center of the road.

• Use root killer in the sewer service.

• Regular sewer service and catch basin cleaning.

• Reduce water usage during heavy storm events.

• Disconnect downspouts where possible and discharge in front/rear

yard.

• Use a rain barrel. Stored water can be used to water plants, lawns, etc.

• Take part in the sewer line warranty program.

15



City Sewer Maintenance Efforts

• 160 sewer repairs January 1, 2011 to October 10, 2014.

• Televised 15,000 feet of sewer in 2013.

• Cleaned 35,000 feet of sewer in 2013.

• Daily street cleaning to remove debris from drainage structures.

• City water department staff repairs and replaces drainage

structures routinely, as discovered.

• Purchase of a Vactor Truck for sewer and catch basin cleaning.

City maintains 100 miles of sewer ranging in size from 8” to 7’‐6” in diameter.

Sewer mains are between 50 and 110 years old.
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City of Berwyn Stormwater 
Management Planning Approach

• The City along with the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning and CDM

Smith, have initiated a stormwater management planning project.

• Stormwater management planning can identify problem areas/causes and on‐

the‐ground opportunities for improvements that can reduce flooding.

• Identify potential flooding mitigation options, including green infrastructure,

sewer projects for further analysis, and site‐specific mitigation solutions.

Stormwater management planning approach consists of:
• Data collection and development of a GIS database,
• Data analysis to identify problems and opportunities in the community,
• Preparation of a plan and implementation strategy. 
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Stormwater Management Projects
StormTrap Underground Storage System – Proksa Park
Provides 5,507 cf or 41,200 gallons of underground stormwater storage
Liberty Cultural Center Parking Lot
25,580 sf parking lot replaced with permeable pavers, reduces 6,740 cf or 50,420
gallons of stormwater entering the system during 1 month of rainfall
Big Hurt Brewery
Underground detention ‐ 9,538 cf or 71,344 gallons of stormwater
Ross Dress for Less
Underground detention ‐ 20,037 cf or 149,877 gallons of stormwater
Northeast Corner of Cermak Road and Harlem Avenue Redevelopment
Phase II will include underground detention.
McDonald’s at 6401 Cermak Road
Underground detention – 5,814 cf or 43,489 gallons of stormwater
McDonald’s at 7051 Ogden Avenue
Underground detention – 5,860 cf or 43,833 gallons of stormwater
Depot District Utilities
Larger sewers will be constructed to provide additional capacity, improved conveyance
to the MWRD interceptor and rerouting to provide balance amongst the current
system and respective outlet capacities. Sewers proposed to be relined will increase
the life of the existing pipe, improve flow and eliminate root intrusion.
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Stormwater Management Projects
Items submitted for grant funding
Green Alleys Improvement Program
The proposed project involves reconstructing 8,840 square yards of alley 
space with Permeable Concrete.
• Reduces 20,840 cubic feet or 155,870 gallons of rainwater from entering 

the sewer system monthly. 
• Reduces pollutant concentrations. 
Downspout Disconnect Assistance 
This project will assist residents in disconnecting rooftop downspouts that are 
directly connected to the City’s combined sewer system. 
• Eliminates stormwater that is collected on rooftops during heavy storms 

from entering the combined sewer system. 
• Reduces the chances of sewer backup into buildings. 
Depot District Streetscape
Green infrastructure elements included will provide 54,900 cf of stormwater storage 
under permeable pavers, Silva Cells and bioswale/landscaped areas. 
• Allows stormwater to matriculate into the ground naturally 
• Decreases volume of surface runoff 
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